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Vntu the Right Honourable, 
The Lords of Council and Seſſion, 
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THOMAS CRAWFORD. of Crivoch,, Do- 


Cor of Medicine; and Anſwers to the Petition 


for the Society for propogating Chriftian Knows 


ledge, 


Humbly ſheweth, 


N a Competition between ſeveral of the Earl of Sutherland and Lord 
Strathnaver's Creditors, about ſome Equivalent-Debentures; my 
Lord Pancaitiara Ordinary, on the 23d Inftant, preferred ſeveral 

of Strathnaver's Creditors, to whom I conceive my ſelf prefe- 

rable ; and ſuperſeded my Claim until Jane. I am a Creditor to the 
Earl of Sutherland by Bond, and have arreſted theſe Debentures in the 
Clerk's Hands. | | 


Your Lordſhips will pleaſe know, That theſe Debentures are the Pro- 


duce of publick Debrs owing to the Earl of Sutherland, one Half of which 
was only alledged to be aſſigned to the Lord Strat bnaver; ſo that one 
Half of theſe Debentures belongs to the Earl of Sutherland, and conſe- 
quently, I who am a Creditor of my Lord Satherland's, having arreſt- 
ed the ſame, mult have them made furthcoming to me. And the An- 
ſwer is iaſufficieat, That theſe Debentures are in my Lord Strathnaver's 
Name: For that was done by the clandeſtine Management of eAlexander 
Roſs, Agent for the late Lord Strathnaver, in the Year 1718, who bor- 
rowed up from the Clerks, the Certificates of what was owing by the 
Publick to the Earl of Sutherland, and got Debentures ſtruck in Strath- 
zaver's, in ſtead of Sutherlana's Name; ſo that now, Sutherland's Certi- 
ficates were turned into 'Strathnaver's Debentures. But a Complaint of 
this was immediately tabled before the Lords; and the Lord Strat hna- 
ver and his Doer, were compelled to return Strat hnaver's Debentures, 
ſtruck upon Suat herland's Certificates; yea, and to find Caution for L. 
359 flerl. of Money received upon theſe Certificates out of the Equiva- 
ſent. So that theſe Debentures are no more my Lord Strat hnaver's than 
the Certificates were, that is, only the Half of them: So that I fall to be 
preferred upon one Half of them. Beſide, abu conſtat in this Proceſs that 
any of them belong to Strathnaver ; for his Right to them is not pro- 

duced here. | 
I pled before the Ordinary my Preference alſo upon the other Half, 
and humbly iafiſt upon it, for this Reaſon, That the Laird of Grant, who 
was 


— 


f 2 

was a Creditor of the Earl of 3 ſtands preferred by the Lords 
vpon theſe Debentures for the Sum of L. 18447 Scots; He, for 1000 
Merks paid to him by the Earl of Sutherland, which Sir William Gordou 
advanced, by giving his Bond tor the ſame, conveys his whale Rights, 
and particularly this Decreet of Preference on the D-bentures, to the ſaid 
Sir William, (Vide Pag 11th of his, Diſpoſition to Sir William) with Ad- 
vice of the ſaid Earl. This Aſſignation is only for Sir William's own Be- 
hoof, in ſo far as the Sum advanced in the Earl's Name goes, and for 
which he is preferted ; But as Grant's whole Right ſtands in his Perſon, 
he is Fruſtce as to the reſt for my Lord S«ther/and; and conſequently, 
that Remainder is affected by my Arreſtment. It was anſwered to this, 
That Sir William was Truſtee for my Lord Strathnaver, who is not my 
Debitor. But it was replied for me, That there. is not thelcaſt Veſtige 
of the Trult's being for Strat hna der, in the Aſſignation to Sir William; 
on the contrar, in the ſaid A ſſignation to Sir Malliam, in the End of Pag. 
8, and in Pag. g, Grant owns the Receipt of the Money from the Earl 
ot Sutherland; and in the Tame th Pag. Sir Miſliam pays, in Name, and 
at the Deſire of the Earl. And it is only with Conſent of the Earl, that 
Grant conveys to Sir Milliam; which makes it as clear as Sun- ſhine, that 
Sir William is Truſtee for the Earl, and for none elſe. The Earl pays, 
and by his Conſent {in effect) he aſſigns and diſpones to Sir Wilitam : 
What clearer Documents of Trult is it poſſible to have? Beſides, if Sir 
William, a fler the Society for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, Sc. are 
aid, draw all which the Laird of Gant could have drawn, as no doubt 
e will, who can ob'ige him to compt and denude ? Not Strathuaver 
ſurely ; but Sutherland, and he only, in whoſe Name be paid, and by 
whoſe Conſent he got Grant's Right. It was urged, That Szther/and 
was Curator for S/ rat hnaver: But ſuppoſing that (which. does not ap- 

pear,) here it is plain, from what is above, he aQed not Tutorio nomine, 
nor any way in Name of Strat hnaver. And we have no Ground to be- 
lieve he had 10000 Merks of Stra/hraver's in his Hands; yea it is plain, 
he had not, for Sir William Gordon was obliged to become bound for it: 
So it is evident Sir William is Truſtee for the Earl, and conſequently, what 
he has ſo in Truſt; muſt be liable to the Earl's Creditors, that is, the So- 
ctety and me. For this Reaſon I did, and do conſent to the Society's 
Preference; and both we muſt be ranked, as Grant would have been, 
whoſe Right ſtands in Truſt for the Earl: And Strathnaver's Creditors 
will not be prejudged hereby; for there is more Fund than will pay 
us all. As to the Petition tor taking up the Debentures. bn facio vim, 
as to Sir William Goraon and the Society; but oppoſe it as to the reſt, tur 

the Reaſons foreſaid. | 
Nei it therefore pleaſe your Loraſhips, To prefer me next af. 
ter Sir William Gordon and the Society, and before all my 
Lord Strathnaver*s Creditors, | 
Aͤlͤ4ccccording to Juſtice, Cc. 
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